GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

DIAMANTE

x A “kissin’ cousin” of the cinquain is the form of unrhymed poetry
created by Iris Tiedt, labeled diamante. Because its physical appearance on
paper resembles that of a diamond, it was christened with the Italian word for
diamond--diamante. This poem is more symmetrical in looks and sound, yet
the same teaching technique used for cinquain can be used to teach
diamante. Though it allows for flexibility and adaptation, the two simplest
forms of diamante appear below.

Pattern |

topic (noun)
two describing words (adjectives)
three action words (verbs or “ing” action words)
a four-word phrase capturing some feeling about the topic
three action words (verbs or “ing” words)
two describing words (adjectives)
ending word (noun, synonym, strong emotional word
or hyphenated word for the topic)

Here is an example of diamante, Pattern .

Peace
Joyful, free
Caring, sharing, forgiving
World fellowship and brotherhood
Lasting, abiding, never-ending
Quiet, serene

Tranquility
Pattern Il - Using Opposites

It must be noted that when Pattern Il (using opposites) is being explored, the teacher
must work from both ends but one line at a time. That means the development will be as
shown at the top of the next page .



ending noun: antonym (opposite of topic word)
Here are some samples of diamante poems, Pattern II:

; Q LOVE
: Warm, wonderful
% Embracing, hugging, laughing
Parents, relatives, -- Strangers, enemies
Neglected, frightened, trembling,
@ Cold, bitter,

Hate G. Lipson

FOOD
Fresh, crisp
Simmering, cooking, nourishing
Delicacies, appetizers, -- Leftovers, scraps
Chewing, softening, absorbing
Remnants, discards

' SSSSS Garbage
> G. Lipson
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